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A Civilized Pagan Nation: An Evangelical View of the Japanese and Its
Relationship to the Annexation of Hawai'i

YAMAMOTO Takahiro

In the late nineteenth century in the Kingdom of Hawai‘, there was a power struggle
between King Kalakaua, who tried to revive traditional Hawai‘ian culture, and the
missionary party, which sought to preserve the evangelical heritage in Hawai'l that had
been established by the successive waves of missionaries sent by the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. In the midst of the tug of war came the Japanese
immigrants who began to arrive in Hawai'i in droves in 1885. The Japanese were received
by the evangelical community in Hawai as a “heathen” or “pagan” people to be evangelized
for the hastening of the coming of the Kingdom of Christ on earth. To them, they presented
an anomaly, i.e. a “civilized pagan” nation. The present paper will examine the ways in
which the evangelical community in Hawail viewed the Japanese in the period from 1885 to
1898 with their eschatological lens and by analogy with the other “heathen/pagan” peoples
such as Hawai'ians and Chinese, and also the ways in which their view of the Japanese
affected their discourse about and realization of the annexation of Hawaii to the United
States, which was to be realized in 1898. For this purpose, it mainly refers to articles
published in The Friend, an evangelical organ in Hawai'l, with those published in secular

newspapers in Hawai‘i refered to where relevant.
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CK: While many recognize that your fiction is hard to classify, some talk about your
work in terms of LGBT fiction and some label you a regional writer. What do you
think about these labels?

NR: Oh, I don’'t mind as long as I'm multi-labeled. I've been called a Los Angeles

writer, a mid-western writer, LGBT writer, historical, noir. My critics have put
me in a lot of boxes, and those boxes become shorthand and, just like the
assumptions we talked about earlier, they can be used as a way to dismiss. I am

fortunate because I have become a part of so many boxes. So I don’'t mind about

the label. (Kellerby, FHi4Es)
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If both the Japanese and the Americans disliked me in Japan, I reasoned, then in
America all sides would embrace me. America was where my one remaining

parent was from: America was the land of the free. (21)*
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Let me make this very clear—my grandfather was a bigot. He wasn't shy about
using racial epithets, or blaming blacks or Jews or Democrats for all the country’s

problems. But it enraged him that the town did not embrace me. (23)

COEYVFICEEF =) —DFWRL 5028, Fr—)—bFAOAMEEIRT S
TLEELURBTHIALDOED BRDTH 5,

ZNTHF ¥ =) =25, HENOV =T HICLTI Y2 Vv FETHEANL, H
ML DMD D LA o 2 FRIEZDH E V) T EITRIGEL Lo I Tz V& F v — ) —DBRIE,
FREMRE V) XD, HREDVELZOBOLIIICHZ S, Fr—V—lEI vz vik~A
7 (Mike) <4 F¥— (Mikey) & B OT-OLH T, WOF 726 HE % 5 GH—%
RO — 2RSS, Fr—)—EHKEBLT, TATh—voRLE0LH12 FL
SERBDPo72AT 2T — 2B TELTWLIDPDE) ThHb, 2%, MHIIZORAIfHE
LT, BFAT27—bEOBRTIEM DL 2AARTBROMEE L FPITHAA TN S
D F72 AADFEL LRSIV VIV EESNA VLD Z BT wFv—1) —
i, IV VICEEEDOH SRR Z b, TOZLIE—2DOFER LD,

These lessons made my life there easier, and the irony strikes me only now: it
was my grandfather, the rural, prejudiced white man, the father who refused to
embrace his son’s wife, who taught me how to survive as a child of color in

America. (24)

FRBIHO@EY, AA»LOBEEILLM») MR 7201, BETLMOMKLES72DT
b, ZLT, ZOHROYIEDRMO NP ANEZ EFBAEOR OLEFIFIT R D L) %
B RDDIIE R SRV, IV VIET4 TAh— Y OEFOHRT, HALEZOHRTHS A
CA )T AECIPIEZETHH I L ZHEAITEAML T, BlczoEttomsz, |
GERONERA VT A THDT7)HRT AV ANE@BLTHY, FRICHES & o
EEBD TV DTH b,

VIR TAT A=V TELLBEOTLIEL RO L, HLEPHNIED L, T, 2
ANRIFBF A THE—ITBRLTL 20 bDTHE, TOBAFMITH LT, WEaEirsik
B ENNRBEZLERLICT S, I Y2 VL OMEINLHETR, HH2 Do TH
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X% ENAHT 7)) AFJANOER 2l L TREENEN 2 130 &) LRI 5 &) EHIX
FTEa—E [REH)— - nrh—] REE [HHHAAOHK] 2@ T2,

MWD R BEOREET 4 T A= IR >TL b, Ya—- - Fx L v b(Joe Garrett) 133 ¥ =
WV DI D INFAREDFERRBIZ AT & LT, N7 4 (Betty) - Fv L v MIF L BBEL7iBED
FHiiE LTHEBRD L, BAPHOFES b 2HE, BAVHOANL OREIIH/25 LA
L, TATHR=VORELEMRZENZVECELGLI)EF Y- —Db EIZEH,
LExPATEARGEEZD CHEMTEMTZ2E 2D 5 I ¥ = bid, “..] I wondered
what could possibly be so dangerous and threatening that it so upset the strongest men in
town” (33) EARGEIZHEVIRD %,

Mo DN RIRIIBIRDO D D TH o720 “To my grandparents and their friends, black
people lived elsewhere, in big-city slums or remote country settings, deep in the backwater
South. [...] They were not meant to live among whites” (38) &5 L 912, ZOHAMEIC
EoTHRALVIFIERHEVICOHEL LUV SN bR b72, #DFr Ly b
KELZTANLLZHLT, BOOFEVIEEREZ =y 7 IZbEh L, IV UNDA
RN AT B0 I ¥ 2 VIZHAZITES N TR T 2 A F v L v M RIFEIC
[ ETRELILFHLERZD (56)0

HBHHI V= VIE, BNV Y (Helen) W2 E M CTEBE L THWIIT L, Frby
FRECHEBT L, BLIGFEL2TOND I Vo )Wid, BELBIRTIEILALHS P LIREE
BIETHILIETE o7, BHELEARLO T IREKIZO L,

But something important had happened; I felt like part of something. For the
next hour and a half, before my grandmother called up for supper, I sat there

smiling, thinking about my chance meeting in the store, holding it, turning it over

like a jewel. (96, FHEEEH)

FREGIHIZH S L 912, Iz Ve o TIEES LOBEBIEMTLHMTD 2L, W]
DEICHELBRM CTholze IV VEFr Ly PREOMICIABAEL L TOIE LA
HY, IVVEEERDO)BIZZORNY ZHRL T 72D AT 4 =T - FK¥ -V Y
(Stephen Hong Sohn) 1, BRETOES DB o & LRI R, BICEKREZ LIV
NaNRT A PFAE DD Z D MEPGNRENZ LT 5, Vv vid, Fyby bRFEEF IV

I2& o T AW AN RREORN] (176) 2Bz 7 [HANRZKEOLIE] (176) ThHhi L
L, Iz W3z okke [HRAFBMARBEE (interracial surrogacies) | (169, 176) % KK
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LCwbEFERT L, REFLHEEN, HAOHXFIIETONTWAEI Y2 VIZET, &
DECRIHIFONFEL W) T EZ AT 2 2 EATE 2O TOIRKEINILFEEKE 25,
Fr by PRENOBEZBL TRAICAFEENOMBEOWIB LA L I ¥ 2 Vi, K’
BIZT A TAR=YONA, FRCF ¥ =Y =% % B2 b 0MB 4 UG % WHHIC T 55
Fblih s,

They didn’t seem to realize that the danger was not out there, on the other side
of the window. They didn't realize that the storm was right there in the room,

contained in their own minds and hearts. (102, ¥4 L)

Frly bRELDCDikmE ARSI E LB 20T, LRLoFIHO@), Iz vidZo
Ny 7 HHMIl, DFDFr Ly PREOFAELZDIDIZHHDTIRRL, TATHF—YDH
72BN L S N ZRIEE ICREL T A0 TH D 2 & ix o<,

Fry—U = HAPFr Ly PREFIH L THEVEFEDOSHZRT I LTI R0VH00,
TATHR=—YDORLZLOWRTTH Y HET 5o PITINFRICHT O 725 2 AF LT “people
don't like to mix with people different from them. They like to be with their own kind” (101)
LT 5. AONFEOREBE THRIS S ANEEE2FRTLE2F v —Y—<x L, Iz nid
“what exactly was my kind?” (101) & &EfZ2#bH, K05 L) RIEEZHE KD 5,

But in the last few weeks their company had begun to feel less safe. What I had
always seen as their strength and fortitude had crossed over into something
different, unfamiliar. I couldn’t go home, and I couldn’t go out to the country; I

could not figure out where to be. (150)

COGIHOMY, Fv—) —REOME 2L 2MEBT 2AARLERDOD L TREZELON
Gl TrolzIvxVid, BAOEEERE). TLT, 77V AETITEV) V=2 DiE
WizdHbb00, MUAERA 2 )74 L) EEEZFEO#HL LT, Frylb v bRFELOD
BHYEXDEIE LD X R D,

TOEHZ, HERIDV—Y 2H0RIMEE, AAMRICE ST 7)) hRRENOHGER %
HON20I12§5Z 8T, HODREED LW HIE2 FEINCHRT 5720 Tla kL, 7
TV ARKIHEASDODANFERA 7 ) T4 L) FBERISROCKET O EZIE LD L) 10D £
LCEE, BAOHXBHIRESNTI VB PHDOAET A T 74 74 P LCHEF
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FTIEDTELRVI Vo VONENEZREICHERSIELOTH S,
3. BEEOEE—~TalUFq b [B#E#A4]

(V1427 va—=4—=X] TRENZOEF, WETLZHAMIEHESN S ABAME W) H
MM TIE R Ve ZOMIZH ZH#5] & Rl & JEm O 1 2 XN OE#AHH < HE~D
BENZOWFHEIZIEIRONG, BN ZHOUTRITNELRSnwEnw)I T a ) 7 4 O
HEMERRIE, AEENE WO BEN [HA] ofT, Y3714 bHHEZEDNIFET
HHIERERT L, 2% ), AEANOMEZ, HETLZMOTEETSHNLL TS Ew
)LD,

TATHR=VORAANPLEREZHICE > THELZ DI, F ¥ —Y —7»% “people don't like
to mix with people different from them” (101) &#R~7-% 912, S OMFEBIE L ALFEDS
RSB ETHD. BHA-HLDMEBENENAL ), BRUGELZIRT 28&0 [HHLA
WCLAHROLK AN L. ZEF ¥ =) —DKADOEY 7=V - 7 v ¥ (Earl
Watson) T 5. HIZHEMWIZHET T 7 1~ (Kevin) ZERFLTWERINR AW,
WHHTH v ay TREATVRDEZENLLGDL L)1, T—VEAAEORINEEZR
ByaANTHH %,

T4 Y REEROWREETHL L ZRMICHER LOIIRBER Y s — - Fx Ly b
ThHolze Fx—Y—TBIIMHERE2S, 77—V & BEERZHHICIIHKIDITLZ EHRT
ERVe XL HMAPOBHICE T, 7y 74 V37— vodb b sh, RESN 5,
T=VERERF Y Ly PRFETH DL LEHVAR, WEOENOH L AZBRIESEHER, X
74 - Fr Ly FeEHET 5.

T =V OATENI PR R EE M2 55205, ROGIHIZH LI 2 VDRI EDPDL b oHh
BEHI, ZIIEESIINE THRBIL TE 22BN D B D 5o

[...] I realized that what so offended Earl was not that his son was off in the care
of strangers. It was that something of his had been taken. Something had been
removed from him against his will, a possession whose fate he believed he should

control completely. (219)

ZOZEICHEBAFAOMWEHERSELRY, 7iEFx Ly RIS T4V E
o VWIEHUICERDEINL Z LoD,
T=IIZE o TFx Ly MRERHAGOHELER T BB 57205 XRF 4 2HB L2 LT,
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WEHEBIT DAL L > THIGBBANEERLTLE ). XT 1 OKREFER, 7TV AHE
HRBTIERL, MM T 4 THR—C OB TVED, DFNAF Ty 7 Rz ifbd
BB ERIEThHole TATAY Y FRENEZII LT WS, FAT AT Y FEIZ,
HEZ& S8 5 7200 23T SN BRI OFEINETH 5 ZIUIFFICH U LMD R 725128 - T,
HOOATEI R S e [8R] (210) THY, XTA2EYLALLALOFTTRO DY
i, AT —=WICL > TZITRINE RS>0, XRELIHDEZHRT DT —
VOFIL, KROBHTI Y2 VIZHANTONL I &5,

IV NVREPHINS T — VLI T RE A ENOBWIEEZIE L TB Y, 2RI
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“Listen,” Earl said, and his eyes were piercing. Although it had been over a year
since he’d met me, I don’t think he'd ever really looked at me before. [...]

I looked down and moved some peas around my plate. I wondered if he'd given a

speech like this about me when I first came to town. (70, FHi&#)

ITVIVIE, Fr by PRERMIZR > TEHY, O EEDLLLVEHIZE T —IVITHS
Nb, Frx L v bREIIWHT L7 - VORERICHN, HFOAFE WS LELNH B LT,
IV VIETHREBO L) IHEOBEN L BROMTH 5 H Y 2 EilkT %,
T—=IITHEBRTr T4 VEBEESNTLE S22 ER, RTA 2RI S5/ o722 LD
JFERAF Y Ly bRECHL L, IV VERIICHL D, TOW “they” ® “them” L9
AL o TF Y Ly PREZFTOED, WBEIZT -V “you &) RAFHEHW
IVINEEOLAEOAEERERDD XI5,

‘It was them,” he insisted. “It was them. And even if they didn't make the call
today, it was them who got this started. They should have just never come
here!” He spat something out in front of him, chew or gum or the flavor of
bitterness. “@ too, goddamnit. All of you. You should have just stayed where

you belonged.” (219-220, MiF AL, THGEH)

COETTIHAE LTOT—VIidEbTwb, SZIXHRXEAR->THZADIE, HHiT 5
HLEHRENLEZEE VI WEOREEZFDLDTH b,
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I was not a person to him, not a living thing, and I knew that he would kill me
with as little concern as he'd shown for Brett and Mrs. Garrett. None of us were
real to him. What was real to Earl? Was Earl even real to himself? (228, 543,
THEER)

SUHTHREO I 2 = VORMAVRIET 5 X512, 7T VIEH G ORI S e [HA A ]
Wb, BARAINTLES>TWVD, SV ADIREN LN OR T — LTk, T4 7
F— > ON DY Z TS 2 ity 2o 725 7 ISR E R Vw072,

BIBRNDTERL B> TLESZT =N, Fryr—V—IlXoTHEINL, T—VDIE
WKEoTFATAR=—VOMBEI Yz VRV a— - Fx by MPEZR TV L 2b1)
TlEHRv, HHIEFELL M2 RO I22 /(%< kb, Fr—)—bF7/, 7T—IVEEITEN
RO LOERICHRAPR2D LI, FlET CITHIET 5, Zo—HoERIE, HA
BALORTAFES A 2 ) 7 4 DS PWBNRAFTETH 2 D0 % Wik TW 2 LR, B
W iEmm L L) ERBCTHOHBIKLTLE) Y a3 ) 74 oL S WiE-> T 5,
ZOMTT =V EFLHANPLOMEHEORERETHLLE X 5,

KEDZA MV [V4 72— =] BT NVDOEIBRALEFRLTWVS, Bfz
Bz T, & BROLVWEERRSEBLEL L) LT 8BEH1E, Py [Fdla] (2
T NARHEEERTLDDLRDT

4. BRIV A/ UT 1 OFGHE EBEE

IV VEREE AL LTI OWFRICW 2O TIE RV, 7T—VOHIHbIZ 3
vV, BRERINTLIETHL, £, HREIAANLORIINTHL LT, AHEOKR%E
B2 THAMRIBAT S, 202 LI, ZOWFHEOHITHD 1Z® 5T 2 HERRL A~
FIRENT VS, FREIELLLTFAF— VOB ERH LD THL, 2F), I3
W72 ZZAANEERF D L) XX, L LAHABUEOANTE=Z Y 7 LHFIHICEAAATY
Bo BIHMBEDZLZELTVA, IV VIESHICL T TRHDBEL &2 F v —1) — 4
LEDLYVBBLTNDDE, 72 AMROBENN LM Z LT 28, dHA5A0AB%
DR TH Do iB) FIIEE Mo 2 H IOV TRD & ) 12l R 5,

I knew already that there was something very manly in holding a gun, in
tracking and killing other living creatures. [...] It was a heightened sense of

excitement, the promise of possession and dominance, that I would have linked,
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had I been older, with the sexual. (105)
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Vulnerable as Well as Subversive:
The Criticism of Frameworks in Nina Revoyr's Wingshooters

WATANABE Marika

This study examined Nina Revoyr’'s novel Wingshooters from the perspectives of
vulnerability and subversiveness to elucidate the author’s critical attitude toward
frameworks, which always tend to be exclusive and structurally discriminatory.

Revoyr is a biracial lesbian writer born to a Japanese mother and a Polish American

father. Her mixed-race identity and homosexuality make her a multilayered minority: a
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defenseless, powerless, vulnerable, yet subversive group. Her novels reflect this multilayered
identity. Thus, the author herself and her works have been described using many different
labels. Revoyr strategically accepts multi-labeling to criticize frameworks of homogeneity in
both American society and Asian American literature.

Wingshooters depicts racial discrimination in Deerhorn, Wisconsin, where white
people account for almost 100% of the population. The protagonist Michelle, an 8-year-old of
mixed Japanese and European race, is racially marginalized in the town. She comes to
understands the town’s exclusive social structure through reproaches against not only her
but also an African American couple in Deerhorn. Michelle feels a stronger connection with
them than her white grandparents because she finds that as a racial minority, she shares a
common vulnerability with the couple.

Wingshooters shows a simple picture of an oppressive white race and oppressed
colored races. Furthermore, it shows those who adhere to racial lines between people and
an absolute distinction between the center and the margin, as espoused by Earl, a friend of
Michelle’s grandfather. Holding a gun symbolizing the violent side of America, Earl
desperately tries to protect his hegemonic position as a white male from the town'’s
outsiders. His miserable end seems to warn against being caught in society’s framework of
injustice.

Michelle is not merely a vulnerable being. With her mixed-race identity, she crosses
racial boundaries and invades Deerhorn’s white society through her love of baseball and
hunting, both also enjoyed by the town’'s men. Rather than simply confronting the white
characters, Michelle subverts the realm of white male hegemony. In addition, her lesbian
identity plays a subversive role in the story. Michelle’s homosexuality is revealed at the
very end of the story by the narrator, the grown-up protagonist, thereby criticizing readers
for framing the story as a heterosexual story due to the heteronormativity of Asian
American literature. The possibility that Wingshooters is autobiographical as a form of
resistance to an exclusive literary framework is raised because autobiography has long been
strongly represented in Asian American literature, a heteronormative literary genre.

Nina Revoyr published an autobiographical fictional work about a multilayered
minority woman raised in a white-centered community; it criticizes American society for
neglecting multilayered minorities in all its frameworks and in its literature while depicting

the futility of adhering to this unjust framework. The vulnerable yet subversive identity
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Revoyr represents in her works highlights the danger of remaining bound within the

confines of such a framework.
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