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Japanese Tuna-Fisheries from the mid-1950s to 60s and the United States:

A Comparison of “Subsistence” versus “Migrant Work” Type Communities

TSUCHIYA Yuka

This paper explores how Japanese tuna fishermen interacted with international
economy and politics of the latter half of 1950s and the early 60s. Especially, it compares two
different ways fishermen and their native towns were engaged in tuna-fishing business.
Because they went to different fishing grounds on different types of ships and caught
different species of tuna, they also experienced impacts of the U.S.-Japan trade conflict and
the U.S. nuclear tests in the Pacific differently. By oral history interviews with retired tuna-
fishermen in two contrasting communities, this paper demonstrates that tuna fishermen
were neither homogenous nor powerless victims of the trade conflict and nuclear tests, but
were active players of international economy and politics.

In Muroto, Kochi Prefecture, all kinds of businesses related to tuna-fisheries, from
shipbuilding to wholesaling, developed in the town, and survival and prosperity of the whole
community depended on tuna-fisheries. Fishermen going on tuna-fishing expeditions were
also recruited from Muroto and its neighborhood. In this paper, they are called the
“subsistence” type tuna fishermen. By contrast, in the southern part of Ehime Prefecture,
fishermen migrated to larger ports such as Misaki in Kanagawa Prefecture, where they
found jobs on large tuna ships owned by seafood companies. In this paper, they are called
the “migrant work™ type.

The “migrant work” type tuna-fishermen were strongly influenced by the U.S-Japan
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trade conflict because their employers, i.e. big seafood companies, mostly targeted albacore
tuna to export to U.S. canneries. As Japanese seafood companies increased overseas
operations in order to cultivate diverse marketing routes, tuna fishermen ended up working
in foreign countries for many years. The “subsistence” type fishermen were seriously
impacted by U.S. nuclear tests in the Pacific because their boats were small and they could
not go to fishing grounds far-away from the danger zone. Moreover, they mainly targeted
bluefin tuna to be sold and consumed in Japan, but Japanese seafood consumption dropped
sharply after the Lucky Dragon Incident provoked fear for radioactive fallout. Because of

these experiences, “subsistence” type fishermen were keenly aware of the nuclear tests.
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From “Godzilla” to “Octozilla”: Transpacific Uranium Narratives

MATSUNAGA Kyoko

In the Spring of 2018, the Vancouver Art Gallery (VAG) in British Columbia, Canada,
held two exhibits, “The Octopus Eats Its Own Leg” and “BOMBHEAD.” While “The
Octopus” curated by Chief Curator Michael Darling captured significant attention by
featuring “a survey of the evolution of Takashi Murakami's painting,” “BOMBHEAD"
curated by Art Historian John O’Brian offered a space for its viewers to consider the
meaning of artworks created during the atomic age by various artists from Canada, the
United States, and Japan. Although the two exhibits were presented in a contrasting
manner, they both highlighted transpacific uranium (nuclear) narratives made visible (or

invisible) by artists, curators, and the VAG.
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This paper explores transpacific uranium narratives focusing on these two exhibits
held around the same time by the VAG. Murakami's nuclear representations, such as
“Nuclear Power Picture” (1988) or “Time Bokan Series” (since 2001), obscure the
transpacific nuclear narratives because of their focus on a specific location (such as Three
Mile Island) or the focus on artistic technique or theme (ie, “Superflat” mushroom clouds).
The “BOMBHEAD" exhibition, on the other hand, visualizes and underlines the roles played
by Canada by featuring works by artists such as Richard Finnie and Henry Busse. The
exhibit also highlighted Canada’s nuclear history through Octozilla (2017), a short animation
parodying the iconic Japanese film, Godzilla (1954). Beyond providing an overview of
Canada’s nuclear context, “BOMBHEAD" calls attention to transpacific nuclear colonization
as well as the connections between the 2011 nuclear power plant accident in Fukushima,

Japan, and uranium supply from Canada.
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Underage Smoking Became a Political Issue in Late 20th Century America

OKAMOTO Masaru

When the publication of Surgeon General’'s Report on Smoking and Health in 1964, in
which the federal government clearly admitted for the first time a cause-and-effect relation
between smoking and such serious diseases as lung cancer and pulmonary emphysema, the
percentage of Americans who smoked began to decline. While the percentage of adult
smokers continued to decline afterward, that of underage smokers stopped declining after
1980.

In the so-called “Tobacco War,” underage (under 18 years old) smoking has always
been an arguing point, bucause most smokers in America and many other countries
including Japan start their habits predominantly in their early or middle teens. One servey

conducted in 1991 shows that 89 % of the American smokers from 30 to 39 years old took



up smoking when they were younger than 18 years old: 37% were under 14, 25% were
under 16, and 27% were under 18.

In the begining of the 1990s, some 3000 minors still started smoking everyday, which
meant more than one million new smokers contributed to the growth of the tobacco
industry every year. Under these circumstances a new administration led by Bill Clinton
began to deal seriously with minor’s smoking. In 1996 it announced the following “the Food

and Drug Administration (FDA) Rules.”

(1) FDA claimes authority to regulate tobacco products because they are “drug-delivery”
devices and FDA has authority to regulate medical devices

(2) No sales to anyone under 18, photo identification required

(3) Free samples banned

(4) No vending-machine sales except in locations where those under 18 cannot enter

(5) No sales of “kiddie packs” of less than 20 cigarettes

(6) Packages must bear warning “Nicotine delivery devices for persons 18 or older”

(7) Outdoor advertising banned within 1000 feet of public playgrounds, elementary and
secondary schools

(8) Billboard advertising restricted to black text on white backgrounds; no photos

(9) Full-colour advertising and photos allowed in adult-oriented publications, defined as
those having less than 15-percent readership of people 18 years of age or yougner and
read by fewer than two million young people

(10) No non-nicotine products may display tobacco company logos

(11)No free gifts for purchasing cigarettes or smokeless tobacco products

(12)No sponsorship of social or cultural events or teams under brand name of tobacco
product, but corporate sponsorship is allowed if it does not include a brand name

(13) Tobacco companies must pay into fund for health warnings about cigarettes

Most of the provisions cited above had already been implemented by one law or
another at the state or local levels except provision (1). The tobacco industry feared that
FDA would destroy the industry by giving some prohibitory orders, such as removing
nicotine completely from tobacco products. The Clinton Administration tried to enact a

federal bill, which authorized FDA's power to regulate tobacco products, but in vain. Then
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the administration turned to the federal court for approval of the FDA’s authority. The
Supreme Court, however, dismissed it in 2000. It was a very important court decision for

both sides of “the Tobacco War.”
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